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PROGRESSIVE  HINTS 


FOREWORD 

What  is  herein  written  is  intended  as  a  pro- 
test against  the  efforts  of  many  demagogues  and 
political  charlatans  in  this  country,  who,  by 
constant  clamor  about  so-called  progressive 
issues,  are  attempting  to  divert  attention  from 
the  source  of  nearly  all  of  our  political  and  social 
evils  —  that  masked  robber,  the  tariff. 

To  add  force  to  what  I  have  said,  wherever 
they  were  pat  and  served  my  purpose,  I  have 
used  epithets  and  comparisons  from  the  writ- 
ings of  Bossuet,  Roule,  Barni,  and  other  French 
legal  and  controversial  writers. 

CLEMENT  CARPENTER. 

Toledo,  Ohio,  September  16,  1912. 
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PROGRESSIVE  HINTS 

TRAITS 

A  political  progressive  has  and  needs  no 
definite  opinions,  but  knows  and  clearly  sees 
the  shortest  and  surest  way  of  arriving  at 
notoriety,  the  kind  of  notoriety  that  cries  his 
name  over  roof  tops  and  on  the  lips  of  men,  and 
that  leads  to  influence  and  power. 

Above  all  things  he  studies  the  people  and 
knows  and  understands  the  real  spirit  and  mind 
of  the  new  democracy,  pure  and  simple,  where 
the  crowd  will  make  the  law.  In  this  study  of 
our  people  he  never  loses  sight  of  the  following 
traits  and  characteristics. 

Above  all  else  we  love  money  and  power. 
We  like  to  merge  ourselves  in  the  crowd  without 
being  lost  in  it.  We  consider  the  disgrace  of 
exposure  the  most  cruel  of  human  misfortunes. 
Nothing  is  equal  to  our  pride  of  righteousness. 
Three-fourths  of  us  believe  that  the  voice  of 
the  people  is  the  voice  of  God;  that  when  men 
are  gathered  together  in  crowds  virtue  descends 
from  heaven  upon   them   and   they   are   much 
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better  collectively  than  they  are  individually. 
We  do  not  derive  our  opinions  from  the  force 
of  arguments.  Self-interest  has  absolute  sway 
over  nearly  all  intelligences  and  consciences, 
and  generally  carries  everything  before  it.  The 
psychology  of  the  crowd  in  the  United  States 
has  come  to  be  that  of  the  worst  man  in  it.  We 
have  grown  to  think  that  popular  sovereignty  is 
infallible  because  there  can  be  no  appeal  from 
our  decisions,  except  to  ourselves.  We  there- 
fore conclude  that  our  decisions  are  necessarily 
just  and  wise;  that  they  fix  not  only  legal  rights 
but  equities  and  verities.  There  is  little  respect 
left  for  the  law  because  for  years  it  has  been  used 
to  do  business  with  and  to  work  iniquities,  and  has 
become  the  common  mistress  and  harlot  of  all. 
The  king  and  the  courtier  have  at  last 
arrived  in  the  United  States.  Our  new  im- 
perator,  the  people,  is  tickled  by  the  same  straws 
and  open  to  the  same  seductions  as  were  the 
monarchs  of  the  olden  time  —  evidencing  in 
many  ways  the  same  passions  and  needs,  but 
in  a  more  naive  and  insistent  manner.  The 
only  distinction  is  that  in  these  days  the  mon- 
arch is  not  only  one  man,  but  many,  and  is  not 
susceptible  to  exactly  the  same  flatteries.  The 
theory  remains,  the  practice  changes. 


POPULAR  SENTIMENTS 
Devotion 

The  true  progressive  will  in  these  times  give 
the  people  royal  sensations.  Of  these  the  chief 
is  the  kingly  sentiment  of  devotion.  It  does 
not  weigh  and  discuss  like  duty,  and  is  without 
bounds.  It  is  a  monarchical  possession  and 
attribute,  has  belonged  to  kings  and  emperors 
for  ages,  and  that  is  why  we  like  it  in  these 
days.  It  is  an  homage  that  rises  towards  our 
persons  as  an  invisible  perfume.  We  relish  to 
the  full  the  exquisite  sweetness  of  this  incense 
and  constantly  demand  it.  We  must,  there- 
fore, be  persuaded  that  the  progressive  is  de- 
voted to  us,  not  as  an  able  man  to  his  interests, 
not  even  as  an  honest  man  to  his  duties,  but  as 
a  lover  to  his  mistress,  as  a  faithful  subject  to 
his  king.  The  progressive  leader  and  reformer 
must,  however,  keep  in  mind  that  we  have  oc- 
casional flashes  of  reason  and  awakenings  of 
modesty.  We  do  not  always  wish  only  to  be 
caressed.     It  is  necessary  sometimes  that  we  be 
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enlightened,  that  we  be  led,  and  we  are  liable  to 
become  disgusted  with  him  who  is  wanting  in 
personal  ideas  and  initiative  and  gives  himself 
over  completely  as  a  passive  instrument. 

To  make  the  sentiment  of  devotion  believed 
in  and  relied  upon,  it  must  be  constantly  talked 
about.  Our  people  are  so  thirsty  of  inspiring 
this  sentiment  they  will  implicitly  believe  one 
who  protests  it  is  his  until  the  fact  is  absolutely 
proved  to  the  contrary.  They  have  always 
with  them  the  fatuity  of  taking  protestations 
for  marks  of  attachment.  Therefore  the  true 
progressive  leader  will  make  the  most  of  con- 
tinual reiteration.  Talk  of  everything  with  an 
emphasis  that  requires  you  to  pound  the  table. 
Stand  by  the  popular  cause  and  serve  it  noisily, 
as  a  barker  hawks  his  wares  in  front  of  his  shop. 
Advertise  your  ardor  righteously  and  continu- 
ously, even  in  the  face  of  ridicule.  Outbid  all 
your  rivals  as  much  by  the  energy  of  your 
language  as  the  novelty  of  your  argument.  It 
is  requisite  that  in  all  concerts  your  instrument 
should  give  forth  its  note  that  people  shall 
know  and  mark  it.  It  is  not  so  much  a  question 
of  playing  true  or  false  as  of  being  heard.  You 
have  made  a  mistake  every  time  some  one  in- 
vents  without  your  aid   a   new  means   of  at- 
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tracting  attention.  It  matters  not  whether 
the  invention  is  original  or  counterfeit  If  you 
cannot  be  Christopher  Columbus  you  must  be 
Americus  Vespucci.  If  the  people  see  you 
upon  every  occasion  in  the  front  rank  of  their 
defenders  they  will  take  kindly  to  everything 
you  say,  even  though  it  be  a  repetition  of  what 
your  rivals  have  already  done  Do  not  fear 
declamation.  It  shames  no  one  but  the  too 
fine  spirits;  it  is  contrary  to  good  taste,  not  to 
nature.  It  is  natural  for  emotion  to  exaggerate 
and  for  passion  to  declaim.  It  is  the  vogue  to 
sneer  at  the  cloistered  student.  It  is  not  in 
winning  the  votes  of  colleges  and  academies 
that  you  gain  the  heart  of  our  people. 

Praise 

To  win  the  devotion  of  his  fellow  citizens, 
the  progressive  will  praise  them.  This  praise 
can  scarcely  be  too  tactful  and  it  can  be  too 
coarse  and  excessive.  Rarely  as  much  good 
is  said  of  the  people  as  they  themselves  think 
might  be  said.  If  you  praise  them  beyond 
their  meed  and  measure  they  will  never  be 
offended  that  you  have  made  discoveries  in  the 
vast  domain  of  their  merit.  Our  self-love  is 
insatiable  and  it  is  above  all  to  our  intelligence 
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that  the  most  careful  praise  should  be  addressed. 
The  average  man  in  the  United  States  cares 
nothing  about  being  called  a  fellow  countryman 
of  Emerson,  Edison,  or  Longfellow,  for  their 
glory  cannot  be  divided  with  the  common  herd. 
It  is  different  with  a  statesman.  We  rejoice 
to  be  called  a  fellow  citizen  of  Washington  or 
Lincoln  because  with  little  mental  effort  we 
can  imagine  that  we  could  have  done  in  the 
same  circumstances  the  same  immortal  deeds. 
We  must  have  praises  of  which  we  can  take  our 
part  and  share.  We  must  directly  inhale  the 
fumes  of  the  incense. 

Above  all  our  people  consider  themselves 
authority  in  all  political  matters.  They  deem 
themselves  fully  competent  to  pronounce  upon 
the  soundness  of  a  constitution,  the  necessity  for 
a  law,  or  the  utility  of  a  measure.  If  the  science 
of  government  is  a  complex  thing  sadly  needing 
the  elements,  not  only  of  good  sense  and  reflec- 
tion, but  of  study,  do  not  attempt  to  make  us  be- 
lieve it.  We  never  hesitate ;  we  will  have  nothing 
to  do  with  specialists.  The  man  who  reads  the 
newspapers  will  have  nothing  but  new  excuses, 
reasons,  and  motives  that  connote  with  his 
preconceived  opinions.  The  public  is  infallible. 
You  must  concede  it  is.     You  may  prove  facts, 
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reasons,  syllogisms,  phrases;  you  have  your 
choice  of  methods,  but  you  do  not  have  your 
choice  of  subject  because  we,  the  people,  de- 
termine every  question  by  what  we  term  our 
innate  good  sense.  This  can  be  reasonable  or 
foolish,  egotistical  or  generous,  ferocious  or 
compliant.  There  is  one  good  sense  for  the 
city,  another  for  the  country.  A  good  sense 
protectionist  and  a  good  sense  free-trader;  a 
good  sense  to  burn  witches  and  a  good  sense 
to  torture  heretics;  a  good  sense  radical  and  a 
good  sense  conservative.  All  good  sense  is 
equally  infallible  and  equally  intolerant.  Really 
it  is  nothing  but  the  sum  total  of  our  prejudices. 


POPULAR  PASSIONS 
Hatred 

If  the  true  progressive  would  seize  and  hold 
in  his  hands  a  chain  of  which  the  people  are 
the  links  —  if  he  would  charm  them  and  in- 
flame their  very  souls  —  make  of  them  as  they 
should  be,  a  lamb-like  flock  of  which  he  is  the 
true  shepherd  and  pastor,  he  must  be  able  and 
willing  to  explain,  interpret,  and  expound  their 
most  absurd,  least  justifiable,  and  most  un- 
warrantable ideas,  their  bad  as  well  as  their 
good  thoughts,  in  other  words,  their  evil 
passions. 

While  the  people  may  love  a  few  men  they 
hate  and  detest  thousands  —  whole  races  and 
parties.  They  hate  without  fear,  malice,  or 
ill-will,  simply  because  the  objects  of  their 
hatred  will  not  consent  to  think  as  they  do,  and 
the  people  are  more  ardent  to  avenge  their 
imaginary,  traditional,  or  collective  wrongs 
than  they  are  their  real  wrongs.  Many  are  the 
advantages  that  can  be  drawn  from  the  passion 
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of  hate,  for  it  is  a  blind  passion  that  abandons 
itself  wholly  to  him  who  promises  to  satisfy  it. 
The  way  to  handle  it  is  always  to  make  it  im- 
personal, then  it  can  be  used  with  great  effect- 
iveness, because  it  takes  on  the  appearance  of 
justice.  Men  led  by  interest  do  not  wholly 
suppress  foresight  and  calculation,  when  led 
by  hatred  they  see  nothing  but  the  object  of 
their  antipathy.  To  be  an  accomplished  and 
active  hater  with  the  people,  you  need  not  fear 
to  be  unjust  or  even  imprudent,  and  to  sting, 
wound,  even  to  betray.  The  people  when  made 
angry  do  not  reflect,  neither  do  they  bargain  or 
haggle.  They  do  not  compare  sacrifices  de- 
manded to  pleasures  offered.  There  is  no 
measure  between  the  price  hatred  costs  and 
what  it  realizes.  It  goes  straight  to  its  mark, 
and  the  finest  thing  about  it  all  is  you  can  excite 
and  exhort  this  passion  insidiously.  If,  how- 
ever, you  happen  to  be  in  a  position  of  public 
authority  you  must  be  prudent  and  know  which 
way  the  wind  blows.  But  if  you  are  irresponsi- 
ble you  can  loose  the  rein  and  exhort  and  ex- 
ploit with  impunity.  Never,  however,  use 
hatred  against  personality,  but  always  use  it 
as  a  club  against  a  class,  a  party,  an  institution. 
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Envy 


The  manner  in  which  political  power  through 
the  tariff  has  been  captured  in  the  United  States, 
and  held  so  many  years  by  the  favored  pro- 
tected classes  for  their  own  enrichment,  has 
filled  many  minds  with  envy,  dismay,  and  dis- 
gust, and  with  the  idea  if  so  much  can  be  cap- 
tured all  can  be  taken.  If  the  government  can 
be  exploited  for  so  many  years  and  success- 
fully by  the  few,  it  is  possible  for  all  to  exploit,  so 
everybody  has  become  a  politician  for  profit. 

Private  fortunes  gathered  under  the  political 
privileges  of  the  tariff  for  so  many  years  are 
becoming  more  and  more  relatively  stable,  and 
ambitious  souls  will  not  be  permitted  hereafter 
in  the  United  States  to  enrich  themselves  easily 
and  rapidly. 

This  wealth  of  the  comparatively  few  at 
the  expense  of  the  many  excites  envy.  This 
widespread  sentiment  is,  of  course,  not  often 
publicly  avowed,  because  whoever  avowed  it 
would  place  upon  himself  the  badge  of  in- 
feriority. 

There  may  come  a  time  when  our  people  will 
return  to  normal  economic  ideas,  when  our 
government  will  no  longer  be  the  prey  of  any 
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class  for  its  enrichment;  not  until  that  time,  if  it 
shall  ever  come,  will  property  be  respected  and 
envy  die.  When  property  is  the  reward  of 
personal  exertion,  and  not  the  product  of  polit- 
ical power,  it  will  be  as  sacred  as  personality. 
Then  perhaps  economic  laws  will  be  so  abso- 
lutely demonstrated  and  so  generally  well 
understood  that  even  the  proletariat  will  under- 
stand the  part  which  honestly  accumulated 
capital  plays  in  production  and  the  solidarity 
of  society,  that  makes  the  subsistence  of  one 
depend  upon  the  prosperity  of  another,  and 
what  a  frightful  hell  must  fall  upon  a  people 
which  suppresses  by  the  leveling  of  conditions 
the  most  powerful  motives  of  human  activity. 
But  our  people,  it  is  regrettable  to  say,  are  far 
below  any  such  tableland  of  intelligence.  Ig- 
norance furnishes  too  many  recruits.  It  is  the 
immoral,  pernicious,  paternal,  eternal  teachings 
of  a  protective  tariff  that  is  largely  responsible; 
the  ignorant  through  blind  faith  in  accepted 
leaders,  the  leaders  through  cupidity  and  a  share 
of  the  contributed  profits.  For  years  acts  have 
been  committed  through  this  masked  robber 
that  would  shame  the  most  vulgar  assassin. 
While  it  has  built  up  the  pride  and  riches  of  a  few, 
it  has  destroyed  the  morale  of  the  many.     In 
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doing  this  it  has  not  only  engendered  the  pas- 
sion of  envy,  it  has  placed  it  in  favor  of  ac- 
ceptance. Envy  used  to  be  a  low  and  crawling 
sentiment  personified  in  an  ogre  with  squint 
eyes,  grinning  face,  and  a  lurid  complexion. 
She  now  carries  her  head  high  and  is  conscious 
of  her  rightfulness.  For  she  pleads  the  cause 
of  the  disinherited  and  weeps  over  those  who 
suffer.  She  no  longer  hisses,  she  thunders. 
She  no  longer  throws  side  glances  on  the  goods 
of  another,  she  proudly  demands  her  share. 
She  sows  discord  with  the  air  of  an  apostle,  and 
hates  with  sensibility,  tenderness,  and  emotion. 
She  no  longer  wears  out  the  hearts  that  possess 
her,  she  dilates  them  with  expectation.  She 
is  no  longer  a  fury  with  a  head  wreath  of  vipers. 
Under  protection  teaching  she  has  become 
Nemesis  —  the  goddess  of  Revenge  —  the  elder 
sister  of  Justice. 

Intelligent  and  tactful  progressives  will 
never  exploit  this  great  passion  among  the  peo- 
ple except  under  honorable  pretexts,  such 
as  patriotism,  love  of  liberty,  brotherhood. 
These  sentiments  always  carry  it  well  and  far. 
They  will  ennoble  the  passion  and  put  it  at  its 
ease. 


PROGRESS  AND  REFORM 

One  of  the  most  profound  economic  changes 
brought  about  in  public  sentiment  in  the 
United  States  by  our  high  tariff  paternal  policy 
of  the  last  generation  is  the  drift  away  from  the 
ideal  of  government  and  liberty  of  our  Anglo- 
Saxon  forbears  towards  the  older  governmental 
notions  and  ideals  of  the  Latin  races.  Anglo- 
Saxon  liberty,  the  principles  and  guarantees  of 
which  are  established  in  a  written  constitution 
pronounced  by  Gladstone  "the  most  wonder- 
ful work  ever  struck  off  at  one  time  by  the  brain 
and  purpose  of  man";  that  liberty,  gained  with 
so  much  difficulty  and  so  valiantly  defended 
by  our  fathers,  no  longer  appears  to  our  people 
a  sufficient  prize  for  their  exploits  and  their 
endurances.  They  now  lend  an  attentive  ear 
to  those  who  say  that  the  role  of  the  State  should 
not  be  confined  to  creating  an  environment  in 
which  they  may  achieve  happiness  for  them- 
selves, it  must  take  them  by  the  hand  and 
conduct  them  to  it.     The  constantly  growing 
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protective  idea  has  at  last  brought  to  birth  in 
the  mind  of  the  electorate  of  the  United  States  a 
political  Utopia.  The  golden  age  has  once 
more  begun  to  haunt  the  popular  imagination. 
A  sort  of  terrestrial  paradise  appears  now  to  be 
imagined  in  the  thoughts  of  many  where  social 
inequalities  will  cease,  where  all  merit  will  be 
rewarded,  where  it  will  be  extremely  doubtful 
if  there  be  any  unfortunates  at  all.  In  a  large 
number  of  cultivated  minds,  and  in  the  mass  of 
uncultivated  minds,  there  is  a  manifest  leaning 
towards  hopes  of  infinite  social  amelioration. 
These  minds,  with  one  accord,  look  to  govern- 
mental power  as  the  source  of  every  blessing 
and  every  evil.  When  a  social  evil  of  any  kind 
is  called  to  attention,  the  only  thought  is  not, 
"is  there  a  remedy?"  but,  "is  there  a  law  or 
some  administrative  measure  that  can  work  a 
remedy?" 

Whatever  may  be  diversity  of  opinion  upon 
other  subjects,  there  seems  almost  everywhere 
substantial  agreement  upon  the  old  continental 
Latin  dogma  that  the  State  can  and  ought  to  do 
everything  and  without  the  State  nothing  can 
be  done.  It  is  this  condition  of  public  opinion 
and  sentiment  that  confronts  the  progressive 
of  to-day,  and  the  most  important  thing  for 
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him  to  do  is  to  give  satisfaction  to  this  dogma 
and  the  mania  for  so-called  reform  and  progress 
that  now  accompanies  it.  He  should  do  his 
best  to  keep  at  fever  heat  sentiments  which 
offer  such  privileges  and  such  a  promising  field 
for  success.  Such  a  task  is  not  now  one  of 
difficulty,  since  for  quite  a  long  time  innumer- 
able muck-rakers  have  labored,  not  without 
effect,  to  fix  in  every  elector's  brain  the  double 
connection  of  his  merit  as  a  citizen  and  the 
insufficiency  of  his  laws  and  institutions. 

There  are  many  who  think  that  the  in- 
equalities of  society  are  cruelly  unjust,  that  it 
is  possible  for  man  to  suppress  them,  and  if  they 
were  suppressed  it  would  be  to  his  advantage. 
The  true  progressive  should  continually  inflame 
the  people  by  these  propositions.  Pains  should 
be  constantly  taken  to  sink  them  deeper  into 
minds  and  hearts;  successfully  to  do  this  the 
advantages  of  riches  should  be  greatly  ex- 
aggerated. Continually  call  attention  to  the 
rich  men  of  the  country,  describe  with  em- 
phasis the  magnificence  of  their  homes,  the 
luxury  of  their  existence,  and  the  infinite  power 
that  their  money  assures  them.  Money  is  a 
magic  word,  and  do  not  fail  to  ring  the  changes 
on    it.     Remember,   everything   gives   way   to 
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money.  That  hackneyed  sum  in  mathematics 
comes  in  pat  here,  viz.,  how  many  families 
could  live  comfortably  on  the  fortune  of  some 
banker,  and  yet  he  is  not  happy  and  wants 
more.  This  kind  of  arithmetic  never  fails  to 
excite  virtuous  indignation.  Do  not  forget 
that  the  plain  people  (always  call  them  the 
plain  people)  consider  themselves  of,  and  are 
proud  to  belong  to,  what  they  are  pleased  to  call 
the  "Proletariat."  It  is  a  big  sounding  word 
like  initiative  and  referendum.  Its  meaning  is 
"the  mean,  the  low,  the  vulgar."  The  every- 
day laborer  who  hears  what  the  progressive 
says,  or  reads  what  he  writes,  does  not  know  or 
realize  that  by  the  moderation  of  his  work,  by 
the  relative  ease  of  his  life,  its  entire  freedom 
from  responsibility  and  care,  and  by  the  enjoy- 
ments he  is  able  to  command,  he  is  far  above 
the  average  of  humanity.  He  will  never  say 
to  himself  that  his  deprivations  may  be  the 
result  of  his  own  fault;  that  he  does  not  work 
hard  enough,  or  is  wanting  in  economy;  that 
he  loves  pleasure  too  much  and  shaves  off  too 
much  of  his  weekly  wages  between  Saturday 
and  Monday  morning. 

Remember,  the  rich  owe  everything  to  the 
chances  of  birth.     They  only  have  the  trouble 
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of  coming  into  the  world.  They  are  proud, 
hard,  and  greedy;  they  plunge  and  wallow  in 
all  sorts  of  debauchery.  If  they  do  any  good 
their  motive  for  doing  it  is  all  vanity  or  fear, 
and  to  ransom  by  an  insignificant  sacrifice  a 
mass  of  property  badly  acquired.  They  fear 
the  progress  of  liberty;  they  are  ever  ready  and 
willing  to  grovel  and  prostrate  themselves  at 
the  feet  of  any  master  who  will  guarantee  them 
tranquillity  in  the  possession  of  their  treasures. 
They  are  cruel  upon  occasion,  implacable  in 
their  vengeance,  and  capable  of  anything  where 
their  god,  the  Golden  Calf,  is  threatened.  The 
poor  are  the  vanquished  who  have  vainly 
battled  against  their  destiny;  their  virtues 
are  peculiar  to  themselves;  if  they  have  any 
vices  it  is  owing  to  fatality;  if  they  are  drunken 
or  debauched,  it  is  because  they  are  badly 
nourished,  ignorant,  for  who  would  instruct 
them.  We  progressives  need  not  fear  to  make 
vicious  bachelors  and  drones  blush  by  such  talk. 
They  will  hear  us  and  applaud.  They  are  de- 
lighted to  forget  their  own  faults,  and  moved  to 
pity  by  the  unmerited  sufferings  of  their 
brothers.  They  even  believe  that  they  them- 
selves are  passing  through  unmerited  sufferings. 
Besides  each  one  sinks  and  loses  himself  in  the 
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crowd,  in  the  suffering,  hungry,  patient,  and  too 
generous  herd  which  possesses  all  virtues  and 
suffers  all  evils,  the  everlasting  victims  of  the 
injustice  of  society.  In  fact  we  progressives 
must  continually  make  out  that  society  is  ably 
organized  to  favor  the  rich  at  the  expense  of  the 
poor.  First,  it  is  upon  the  poor  that  all  the 
burden  of  taxes  rests.  Our  demonstration  of 
this  fact  will,  of  course,  be  better  understood  if 
our  hearers  or  readers  are  those  who  pay  taxes 
and  feel  it.  Of  course,  they  do  not  know  or  care 
for  the  portion  that  the  rich  pay.  Here  a  little 
statistics  will  work  marvels.  It  will  not  do  to 
disdain  figures,  for  they  give  to  the  most  empty 
declamation  and  writing  an  air  of  profundity 
and  solidity.  It  is  a  good  practice  sometimes 
to  back  up  our  ideas  by  quotations  from  noted 
economists,  although  of  course,  as  a  whole, 
we  brand  them  as  the  impudent  advocates  of 
plutocratic  tyranny.  But  when  we  can  borrow 
from  one  of  them  a  phrase  or  a  word  which 
condemns  some  existing  institution,  it  is  best 
to  use  it  as  a  confession  that  the  truth  can  be 
extracted  from  the  wicked. 

If  it  is  said  that  what  we  favor  and  advo- 
cate is  contrary  to  human  experience,  let  us 
answer  that  the  law  of  progress  permits  us  to 
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always  put  the  experience  of  the  past  outside 
the  question.  If  events  seem  to  indicate  that 
we  are  wrong,  if  progressive  policies  and  theories 
seem  to  diminish  confidence,  injure  credit, 
slacken  work,  and  aggravate  misery,  these 
are  weapons  in  our  hands.  Let  us  loudly  con- 
tinue to  thunder  against  the  predatory  rich 
and  riches  and  the  ferocity  of  rich  men  who  bury 
their  treasures  and  grind  the  faces  of  the  poor 
in  order  to  escape  just  claims  upon  them.  So 
long  as  the  demagogic  current  is  in  full  force, 
such  talk  will  help  us  by  embittering  hearts 
and  exciting  anger. 

What  a  fine  thing  it  is  to  plead  the  cause 
of  the  oppressed,  the  serfs  of  capital,  slaves  of 
the  workshops;  to  thunder  against  a  system 
which  is  but  a  new  feudalism,  worse  and  more 
tyrannical  than  the  old!  All  this  is  but  the 
a  b  c  of  our  business.  We  must  be  pathetic 
and  precise,  line  up  figures  and  relate  anecdotes, 
paint  like  a  poet  and  calculate  like  a  cashier. 
Nothing  serves  so  well  to  excite  social  envy 
as  hard  contrasts  and  cutting  antitheses.  It 
must  be  the  soul  of  our  speeches  and  writings. 
We  must  be  sure  and  always  place  every  one 
who  hears  us  or  reads  us  in  the  presence  of  the 
two   extremes,   opulence   and   poverty.     There 
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must  be  no  middle  ground  between  the  palace 
and  hovel.  The  business  of  we  progressives 
is  with  the  multitude,  and  we  must  make  every- 
body happy.  Our  treasury  of  social  promise 
must  be  so  large  that  it  can  only  be  disposed  of 
with  open  hands.  Therefore  we  must  exaggerate 
to  the  utmost  the  sum  of  enjoyments  that 
could  be  partitioned  to  humanity  were  society 
better  organized. 

We  should  talk  much  about  and  exalt  the 
conquests  of  science,  the  prodigies  of  industry. 
This  is  an  agreeable  commonplace  and  hack- 
neyed theme  which  has  been  played  upon  by 
the  votaries  of  protection  for  many  years  to 
prove  the  benefits  of  a  protective  tax. 

Of  course  it  is  true  that  progress  is  more  and 
more  subordinate  to  competition,  and  competi- 
tion has  its  victims,  but  we  can  at  least  conceive 
of  a  social  state  where  the  efforts  of  one,  instead 
of  thwarting  the  efforts  of  another,  will  second 
them  without  ceasing,  where  with  emulation 
there  would  be  neither  jealousy  nor  hostility; 
where  men  would  march  together  towards  the 
same  goal  without  wounding  or  stifling  one 
another.  It  is  not  necessary  that  our  new  so- 
cial organization,  millennium  or  paradise  should 
be  clearly  defined.     Precise  and  exact  Utopias 
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are  quickly  discredited;  as  soon  as  we  go  into 
detail,  objections  will  arise  in  clouds.  Even 
now  the  air  is  rilled  with  the  clack  of  rival  schools 
of  Socialism.  The  way  to  do  is  to  give  a  sort 
of  body  to  our  dream,  that  is  enough.  Talk 
about  government  and  arrange  the  code  of  the 
future.  We  must  sail  far  above  rival  and 
warring  sects;  nobody  owns  us  and  we  are  to 
put  to  profit  the  hope  and  the  expectations 
that  we  excite,  and  we  are  to  put  this  hope 
and  expectation  out  at  interest  for  ourselves. 

There  are  many  kinds  of  progressives.  We 
do  not  have  to  absolutely  agree  with  any  of 
their  theories.  Our  business  is  to  address 
ourselves  to  all  minds,  warm  up  their  doctrines 
and  enroll  them  under  our  banner.  Accord  is 
easy  so  long  as  there  are  yet  obstacles  to  over- 
come and  enemies  to  vanquish.  It  is  folly  to 
quarrel  over  the  booty  before  having  it  in  hand. 
The  thing  first  to  do  is  to  inflame  imagination; 
she  has  the  wherewithal  to  inspire  everybody 
before  the  battle.  This  people  of  the  United 
States  which  we  are  hoping  to  lead  to  the  con- 
quests of  the  future  is  largely  composed  of  am- 
bitious rivals;  some  hope  to  make  places  for 
themselves  in  society  as  it  actually  is,  others 
have   fixed   their  Eldorado   in   a   new  country. 
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The  first  are  longing  only  for  a  political  revolu- 
tion, or  even  a  simple  change  of  persons.  Others 
are  longing  for  a  social  revolution.  The  reason 
that  all  the  discontented  ones  do  not  combine, 
to  overturn  the  state  every  year  is  that  many 
are  in  the  habit  of  fixing  their  dreams  (chimeras) 
in  the  real  world,  and  they  would  desert  our 
flag  promptly  if  we  were  to  agree  to  too  clearly 
reform  everything. 

We  will  have  our  trouble  for  our  pains  with 
a  certain  class  who  are  counting  upon  themselves 
and  their  individual  efforts  to  make  headway 
in  this  world.  They  will  say  to  us  that  we  are 
all  the  arbiters  of  our  destiny;  our  miseries  are 
largely  the  result  of  our  vices;  our  repulses  and 
defeats  in  life  are  the  fruit  of  our  mistakes,  and 
that  our  misfortunes  come  from  having  badly 
governed  ourselves;  and,  finally,  that  the  surest 
way  of  bettering  our  conditions  is  to  better  our 
habits  of  life.  These  people  preach  patience, 
sobriety  in  pleasure,  moderation  in  desire,  and 
continuity  in  effort.  Their  ideas  diminish  the 
responsibility  of  fortune  and  augment  man's 
own  responsibility.  They  are  always  talking 
about  morality  and  self-control.  We  pro- 
gressives must  affirm  that  Fortune  blindly  dis- 
tributes her  favors;  success  is  due  to  luck,  or 


Progressive  Hints  31 

more  often  "graft."  The  unfortunates  are  the 
victims  of  wrong  conditions,  and  misery  is 
inevitable  under  present  social  systems.  We 
must  never  exhort  the  people  to  do  better  nor 
admit  that  anything  depends  on  their  own  ex- 
ertions. If  their  habits  or  practices  are  bad, 
we  should  ignore  them.  We  must  thunder 
against  the  successful  and  turn  into  ridicule 
edifying  and  childlike  stories  of  practical 
morality.  We  must  decry  in  every  way  the 
responsibility  of  morals  in  order  to  enhance 
that  of  laws.  We  must  have  nothing  to  do  with 
people  who  are  tainted  with  the  vice  of  resigna- 
tion or,  above  all,  of  those  people  who  are 
thinking  of  correcting  themselves  or  their 
habits.  Otherwise  we  would  not  have  the 
necessary  time  to  reform  the  institutions  of 
our  country.  At  the  same  time,  it  should  be 
distinctly  understood  that  it  is  not  necessary 
for  us  to  declare  war  against  morality.  That 
would  be  a  fatal  course,  for  it  would  deprive 
us  of  one  of  the  most  powerful  influences  and 
means  of  action.  Men  are  willing  to  be  cor- 
rupted, but  you  must  not  boast  of  it.  We, 
however,  do  not  have  to  be  corrupters,  all  we 
have  to  do  is  to  be  preachers.  Others  can  call 
the    attention   of   the    people    to   their   duties, 
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faults,  errors,  and  shortcomings.  Our  business 
is  to  call  attention  to  their  rights  and  mis- 
fortunes. I  will  go  further.  We  can  be  honest 
and  condemn  vices.  I  mean  the  vices  of  our 
hearers  and  readers,  provided  we  make  them 
understand  those  vices  have  not  come  upon 
them  by  their  own  fault,  and  provided  also  that 
we  console  them  at  the  expense  of  others.  If 
there  is  an  idle  man  anywhere,  it  is  because  labor 
does  not  obtain  its  due  reward.  If  there  are 
any  drunken  ones,  it  is  because  society  is  so 
badly  organized  that  prohibition  is  not  en- 
forced in  every  community.  If  there  are  any 
debauches,  it  is  because  the  idle  rich  set  the 
example  and  propagate  automobiles  and  de- 
pravity. 

In  general,  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  the 
progressive  to  approve  or  deny  social  disorders, 
but  always  impute  them  to  the  enemy  you  are 
fighting  and  to  the  institutions  which  you  wish 
to  overturn.  Let  everything  serve  our  object 
and  our  purpose  to  make  people  understand  how 
important  it  is  for  them  to  follow  whenever  and 
wherever  we  may  choose  to  lead.  We  are  de- 
termined to  fill  the  souls  of  our  hearers  and 
readers  with  flattering  hopes,  not  alone  to  please 
them,  but  to  animate  them  against  every  ob- 
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stack.  When  we  sing  the  praises  of  the  prom- 
ised land,  it  is  to  encourage  our  followers  in 
crossing  the  desert  which  separates  us  from  it, 
and  to  incite  our  friends  against  the  Canaanites 
that  unjustly  withhold  us  from  its  possession. 
Do  not  for  one  moment  think  that  the  era  of 
great  reforms  and  overturning  is  about  to  end 
in  this  world,  and  that  it  is  best  from  this  time 
on  to  content  ourselves  with  slow  and  patient 
progress.  The  people  are  shortly  to  come  into 
their  own.  Down  with  the  classes  and  up  with 
the  masses.  We  invite  the  people  to  a  fortune 
where  all  ambitions  and  fondest  hopes  will 
at  last  be  realized.  What  right  has  our  country 
to  be  contented,  with  us  discontented?  We 
will  renew  the  face  of  the  world.  The  surest 
way  to  escape  the  seductions  of  repose  is  to 
keep  our  faces  constantly  turned  towards  per- 
fection and  not  risk  the  chance  of  losing  it. 
Change  is  the  only  certain  thing  in  this  world. 
It  is  the  greatest  law  of  life,  therefore  we  must 
constantly  demand  changes  and  reforms.  This 
is  a  right  inherent  in  our  personality.  Really, 
we  have  so  many  things  to  destroy  and  to 
create  that  we  should  for  a  time  suspend  all 
political  and  economic  rules  and  laws  of  mere 
ordinary  and  vulgar  morality,  as  the  "wireless" 
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cuts  out  all  other  messages  when  a  wrecked  ship 
calls.  Until  we  have  accomplished  this  great 
work  we  can,  without  scruple,  disdain  the 
common  lessons  of  experience,  sacrifice  all  in- 
terests that  annoy  us,  and  even  trample  under 
foot  the  courts  and  all  our  slowly  acquired 
rights.  Crush  under  the  wheels  of  our  car 
whatever  we  encounter  in  our  path.  From 
henceforth  everything  should  change  its  name. 
Temerity  becomes  wisdom;  prudence,  folly; 
moderation,  cowardice;  pity,  feebleness  and 
impotency.  The  judges  are  traitors,  and  justice 
is  but  another  form  of  treason.  All  blessings 
are  to  flow  from  this  sort  of  casuistic,  progressive 
brutality.  By  these  courses  we  may  confidently 
expect  to  put  to  sleep  the  national  reason, 
possibly  the  national  conscience.  In  a  great 
progressive  crisis  like  the  present  one  we  are 
empowered  to  violate  at  one  and  the  same  time 
positive  laws  and  natural  rights.  The  laws  and 
the  courts  have  altogether  too  much  empire 
over  the  people,  and  it  should  be  permitted  to 
modify  them  at  the  behest  of  political  passion. 

When  we  have  finally  succeeded  in  modify- 
ing in  the  national  mind  the  notion  of  the  just 
and  the  unjust,  then  we  awaken  hope  without 
bounds.     The   popular  conscience  divides  the 
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human  race  into  two  portions  —  the  good  and 
the  bad,  the  sheep  and  the  goats,  ourselves  and 
our  enemies.  Ourselves  and  those  with  us  not 
only  have  one  right,  they  have  all  rights. 
Everything  is  permitted  to  him  who  sustains 
the  good  cause;  everything  is  permitted  against 
the  champions  of  the  bad.  The  political  battle 
is  a  war,  and  all  violence,  all  ruses,  are  allow- 
able: in  war  everything  allowable  is  obligatory 
because  our  first  duty  is  to  vanquish  our 
enemies. 

The  art  of  indulging  vices  and  passions  with- 
out infracting  consciences,  in  other  words,  of 
placing  cushions  under  the  knees  of  sinners,  has 
been  long  known  and  frequently  discovered. 
The  casuists  of  progressive  politics  are  much 
more  protected  from  remorse  than  the  casuists 
of  theology,  because  they  are  less  hampered  by 
fixed  principles  and  positive  laws.  Remember, 
we  are  to  serve  the  passions  of  the  people.  We 
are  to  calm  their  consciences  and  justify  their 
lusts.  Above  all  and  before  all,  we  are  to  warm 
their  hatreds  without  hesitation,  without  re- 
pugnance, with  a  high  head  and  a  light  heart. 


THE  NECESSITY  FOR 
IDEALS,    PRINCIPLES,    AND    POLICIES 

The  true  progressive  cannot  say,  we  will 
excite  desires  and  passions  and  then  we  will 
lead  men.  This  is  not  enough.  He  must  have 
a  system  of  political  morality  to  assure  tran- 
quillity of  soul  to  those  who  are  to  be  led  or 
they  will  soon  fall  outside  the  breastworks  of 
progressive  influence.  He  must  have  ideals, 
principles,  and  policies  to  urge  and  define. 

People  generally  are  held  responsible  for 
their  acts  and  their  counsel,  but  the  progressive 
with  ideals,  principles,  and  policies  braves 
fortune.  His  reverses  are  not  laid  at  his  door, 
they  are  caused  by  the  perversity  of  his  enemies. 
Even  his  defeats  are  steps  on  the  stairway  of 
his  grandeur,  exciting  among  his  partisans  in- 
dignation to  the  verge  of  fanaticism.  When  a 
people  is  well  taught  and  thoroughly  disciplined 
by  a  progressive  and  able  leader,  the  resistance 
of  men  and  things  does  not  discourage,  does 
not  enlighten,  it  only  irritates.     In  a  pure  and 
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progressive  democracy,  such  as  we  hope  for, 
defeats,  if  we  have  any,  will  merely  serve  as  a 
pretext  for  increasing  our  pretensions  and  de- 
manding more  absolute  power. 

Ideals 

When  foolish  economic  policies  have  for  a 
long  time  prevailed,  when  the  people  are  clamor- 
ing about  guilty  and  predatory  capital,  when 
there  are  apologists  for  the  triviality  of  murder 
and  denunciations  for  the  sinfulness  of  property, 
then  is  the  time  for  bringing  forth  and  holding 
up  progressive  ideals.  Remember,  however, 
that  popular  waywardness  and  obstinacy  can 
be  abused.  At  times  the  instinct  of  self-preser- 
vation and  conservation  will  resume  sway  over 
the  most  lively  passions,  and  people  may  be- 
come disgusted  with  too  much  doctrine.  But 
if  you  have  tact  and  are  careful,  they  can  be 
led  far  without  revolt,  especially  in  economic 
matters.  The  progressive  ideal  must  be  always 
before  —  never  look  behind  you  for  anything. 
We  must  disdain  the  experiences  of  the  past. 
The  wisdom  of  the  fathers  must  never  be  invoked. 
We  are  on  the  great  highway  of  progress,  and 
the  time  has  passed  for  the  slow  process  of 
comparisons.     If  the  fathers  are  at  all  referred 
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to,  it  must  be  to  assert  their  lack  for  our  day 
and  generation. 

A  too  near  ideal  does  not  merit  the  name. 
It  must  be  far  enough  removed  to  charm  the 
imagination  and  stir  the  desire.  We  must  have 
something  that  will  hold  public  attention  so 
completely  no  one  can  be  convinced  that  we 
are  going  in  a  wrong  direction.  If  we  aspire 
to  anything  definite,  as  modifying  the  tariff,  or 
reforming  the  finances  of  the  country,  it  may 
easily  be  proven  that  we  do  not  understand 
what  we  are  talking  about.  But  when  we  pur- 
pose to  conduct  our  followers  to  a  terrestrial 
paradise,  who  knows  and  who  can  understand 
whether  we  are  headed  in  the  right  or  the  wrong 
direction?  The  true  progressive  has  his  North 
Star  immovably  fixed  in  a  cloudless  sky  ■ — 
"Justice";  and  if  our  ideals,  principles,  and  pol- 
icies are  once  formulated  and  clearly  laid  down, 
we  have  only  to  let  our  ship  follow  the  current 
of  the  stream.  Politics  for  the  true  progressive 
is  a  matter  of  sentiment.  We  do  not  look  out- 
side but  inside  of  ourselves  to  untangle  long 
chains  of  results  and  consequences.  When  we 
speak  of  results  and  consequences,  we  do  not 
mean  by  the  word  "progress,"  general  happiness, 
public   morality,   or  national   grandeur,   but   a 
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complete  change  in  institutions  and  laws.  In- 
terest of  course  governs  our  conduct,  but 
sentiment  should  have  empire  over  our  intelli- 
gence. We  must  have  fine  words  and  beautiful 
ideals  to  stir  the  devotion  of  some  and  stifle 
the  scruples  of  others.  The  more  contrary  to 
morality  the  policies  and  economics  of  the 
country,  the  more  important  it  is  to  support 
them  by  moral  progressive  ideals.  This  is 
not  hypocrisy,  it  is  mere  diversion.  There  never 
would  have  been  a  French  Revolution  and 
Reign  of  Terror  had  there  not  been  such  beau- 
tiful ideals  held  up  to  thepeople  about  humanity. 
Before  they  began  to  cut  off  each  other's  heads 
they  were  calling  each  other  brother.  Before 
assuming  such  bloody  tasks,  souls  had  need  of 
refreshing  themselves  with  high  and  unselfish 
aspirations.  In  order  to  march  in  the  mud  of 
vileness  and  degradation,  without  horror  or 
lassitude,  we  must  not  look  at  our  feet;  we  must 
fix  our  eyes  on  lofty  summits  which  lose  them- 
selves in  the  azure.  We  must  have  ideals 
which,  while  exciting  the  desires  and  passions 
of  the  people,  will  at  the  same  time  preserve 
the  self-esteem  of  the  individual.  The  popular 
conscience  has  a  right  to  be  satisfied,  since  it 
demands  so  little.     One  word  will  often  suffice 
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if  it  be  rightly  chosen  and  often  repeated. 
Liberty,  Country,  Justice,  is  all  we  need  to 
write  upon  our  banner.  Any  one  of  these  is  a 
spike  of  gold  on  which  to  hang  the  ladder  of 
our  purposes  and  ambitions. 

Progressive  Principles  and  Policies 

We  progressives  must  choose  principles 
and  policies  that  furnish  no  arms  to  our  ad- 
versaries and  rivals.  We  will  begin  with  patri- 
otism. Surely  a  progressive  should  pass  for  a 
patriot,  indeed  he  is  not  prohibited  from  being 
one,  but  he  must  play  the  part  after  his  own 
fashion.  The  principal  object  of  his  dislike  and 
his  defiance  must  not  be  the  foreigner,  but 
always  his  fellow  citizen  who  thinks  differently 
from  himself,  and  who,  therefore,  thinks  wrong- 
fully and  wickedly.  Hatred  of  a  foreigner  may 
impose  sacrifices.  Hatred  toward  a  political 
enemy  procures  blessings.  Those  who  wish 
ill  to  a  foreign  country  or  people  have  rare 
occasion  for  satisfying  themselves.  Those  who 
wish  ill  to  their  fellow  citizens  have  a  thousand 
means  of  carrying  out  their  wish  to  harm.  We 
are  fighting  the  adverse  party  every  day.  We 
can  injure,  we  can  harass,  we  can  inflict  all  sorts 
of  vexations.     We  can  legislate,  we  can  govern 
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and  administer  against  him.  It  is  a  war  that 
costs  little  and  yields  much.  It  begins  without 
ceasing  and  is  an  eternal  war  of  conquest  and 
of  daily  victory.  Every  morning  when  the 
progressive  unfolds  his  newspaper  he  reads  of 
the  progress  of  the  great  army  of  which  he  is  a 
part.  We  can  crown  ourselves  with  laurels 
without  quitting  the  corner  of  the  fire.  To  save 
his  country  the  brave  soldier  endures  fatigue, 
hunger,  disease,  and  death;  he  gives  up  his 
work,  his  home,  his  parents,  his  children;  he 
loses  his  free  will,  obeys  in  silence  chiefs  whom 
he  did  not  choose,  and  whom  he  knows  perhaps 
to  be  inferior  to  himself,  and  for  whom  he  be- 
comes a  passive  instrument,  like  a  cane  in  the 
hands  of  an  old  man.  To  serve  his  party  and 
fight  for  his  principles  and  policies  the  pro- 
gressive has  only  to  read  his  newspaper.  If 
his  devotion  carries  him  to  public  meetings 
where  incense  is  burned  to  the  party  deities,  he 
is  covered  with  praises.  If  he  serves  on  a  com- 
mittee and  speaks  and  writes,  he  ranks  among 
the  heroes.  He  tastes  all  the  sweetness  of 
activity  without  peril,  and  can  dream  of  the 
profits  victory  will  bring  him.  In  this  way  a 
true  progressive  has  a  great  many  more  chances 
to  please  when  he  sounds  the  charge  against 
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interior  enemies  than  when  the  battle  is  on  the 
frontiers. 

Like  everybody  else,  we  have  for  our  purpose 
the  security  and  the  grandeur  of  our  country, 
but  we  look  for  security  in  the  application  of 
our  policies,  grandeur  in  the  triumph  and  propa- 
gation of  our  principles.  From  our  standpoint 
the  role  of  our  country  is  to  be  a  model  of 
humanity.  We  are  marching  on  the  route  of 
progress  —  political  and  social  progress.  To 
belong  to  a  nation  which  has  produced  great 
statesmen,  writers,  artists,  and  inventors  flat- 
ters but  indirectly,  while  there  is  a  distinctive 
personal  pride  in  enlightening  the  world  by  our 
laws  and  public  acts.  In  the  true  victories  of 
the  mind  we  but  reflect  the  splendors  of  others, 
but  in  political  triumphs  each  one  of  us  is  a  ray 
of  light.  Patriotism  exploited  in  the  way  I 
have  indicated  clearly  cannot  be  discarded  as 
one  of  the  leading  features  on  the  progressive 
program. 

Another  principle  and  sentiment  that  needs 
the  most  careful  treatment  and  consideration 
by  all  progressives  is  the  sentiment  of  liberty. 


LIBERTY 

The  culture  of  liberty  is  annoying  when  it  is 
too  sincere.  It  is  tied  up  with  duties.  Progress 
along  the  path  of  liberty  is  always  limited  by 
obligation;  besides,  liberty  has  a  clearly  defined 
and  limited  horizon.  It  does  not  open  up  to 
the  popular  imagination  vast  enough  perspec- 
tives. If  you  say  much  about  liberty,  you  will 
have  to  advocate  respect  for  the  rights  of  others, 
and  that  does  not  catch  the  crowd.  The  people 
are  the  sovereigns,  not  the  law  in  a  pure  democ- 
racy. We  will  be  sadly  wanting  in  ability  if 
we  too  often  recall  to  them  the  limits  of  their 
power. 

It  is  true  liberty  has  been,  and  is  at  times, 
hotly  defended  in  the  United  States,  but  even 
the  right  and  liberty  to  work  has  not  been 
thoroughly  established.  The  air  is  filled  con- 
tinuously with  the  war  cries  of  its  enemies. 
There  are  pauses,  silences,  acquiescences  and 
compromises  which  seem  destined  finally  to 
put  out  every  spark  of  native  common  sense  in 
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the  electorate  of  the  country.  The  champions 
of  liberty  to-day  are  its  adversaries  to-morrow. 
Men  cry  for  freedom  of  association  and  the  right 
of  public  meeting  with  one  breath,  and  demand 
the  closed  shop  with  the  next.  In  protesting 
our  zeal  for  liberty  we  have  in  a  large  measure 
lost  it.  Nearly  all  our  new  political  and  social 
doctrines  are  founded  upon  an  enforced  equality 
rather  than  liberty;  not  equality  in,  or  with, 
liberty,  but  equality  over  and  above  liberty  and 
everything  else.  Eternal  vigilance  is  said  to  be 
the  price  of  this  precious  possession.  We  cer- 
tainly have  not  been  at  all  vigilant  because  we 
have  given  away  a  large  portion  of  our  inher- 
itance when  we  permitted,  through  the  inter- 
position of  the  tariff,  a  portion  of  our  people  to 
lay  the  remainder  under  tribute  for  their  own 
aggrandizement  and  profit  in  their  business.  In 
truth  and  in  fact  liberty  has  really  grown  to  be 
nothing  more  than  a  historic  tradition  in  this 
land  of  its  birth,  and  so  far  as  our  ideals  and 
sentiments  about  it  really  are  concerned,  the 
most  of  us  are  sleeping  in  the  bed  of  Napoleon 
the  First.  We  continue  to  talk  about  and  praise 
liberty,  but  what  our  people  really  care  for  is 
equality  and  license.  We  have  permitted  the 
vice    of   centralization  and  beaurocracy  to    so 
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grow  upon  us  that  our  President  is  practically 
a  king  with  much  more  power  and  influence 
than  many  foreign  potentates.  Having  thus 
perverted  our  republican  institutions,  we  now 
propose  to  destroy  the  power  of  this  king  and 
all  our  representatives,  give  it  to  the  people 
en  masse  and  thus  establish  popular  tyrannies. 
Political  liberty  has,  therefore,  grown  to  be 
and  now  is  an  unpopular  policy  or  principle, 
because  with  its  practice  we  would  not  and 
could  not  have  a  pure  democracy;  the  sentiment 
of  liberty  runs  counter  to,  and  is  opposed  in 
many  ways  to  many  of  the  coming  great  pro- 
gressive principles  of  the  future.  It  should, 
therefore,  be  cautiously  advocated  by  pro- 
gressives; nothing  much  should  be  said  about 
it  except  in  a  sophistical  way,  to  establish  the 
coming  great  progressive  program,  political 
equality. 


POLITICAL  EQUALITY 

Let  us  suppose  two  rivers  flowing  from  the 
same  source.  One  passes  through  lakes  where 
it  reposes  and  purifies  itself,  then  it  meanders 
and  moves  in  a  sinuous  course,  canals  and 
reservoirs  receive  its  waters,  when  too  full  as 
in  times  of  flood,  and  sustain  and  reanimate 
its  deficiencies  in  times  of  drouth. 

The  other  river,  enclosed  by  high  and  pre- 
cipitous banks,  rushes  straight  to  the  sea  with 
irresistible  rapidity  and  force. 

The  first  of  these  streams  is  the  image  of  a 
representative  democracy,  such  as  the  fathers 
bequeathed  to  us. 

The  second  is  the  image  of  a  pure  democracy, 
the  ideal  of  the  truly  progressive  of  to-day, 
whether  he  be  Republican,  Democrat,  or 
Socialist. 

Our  fathers  had  no  aristocracy  of  birth  or 
of  fortune,  but  left  us  a  written  Constitution 
that  provided  reservoirs,  lakes,  and  canals,  and 
clearly  traced  the  circuits  and  meanders  of  the 
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democratic  stream  already  in  their  time  threat- 
ening to  overflow  its  banks  and  sweep  every- 
thing before  it.  They  further  protected  us 
against  ourselves  by  leaving  us  restricted  suf- 
frage where  every  ballot  did  not  have  the  same 
value,  where  there  was  a  difference  between  the 
wise  and  ignorant,  between  the  father  of  a 
family,  the  support  of  and  representative  of  a 
dozen  souls,  and  the  bachelor  who  represents 
only  himself. 

For  many  years  the  tide  of  popular  sentiment 
has  been  rising,  it  is  now  truly  a  great  river 
that  has  in  many  places  overflowed  its  former 
boundaries  and  threatens  to  drown  individual 
liberty  and  the  rights  of  men  by  the  law  of  the 
majority  and  the  despotism  of  numbers. 

For  us  progressives  this  is  a  consummation 
devoutly  to  be  wished.  We  are  tired  and  dis- 
gusted with  all  this  twaddle  of  individualism. 
It  has  been  the  bogy  of  civilization  long  enough. 
It  is  for  us  progressives  to  consign  it  to  the 
limbo  of  the  past.  "Many  so-called  eminent 
lawyers  and  statesmen  believe  the  people  are 
not  fitted  for  popular  government.  We  take 
issue  with  all  who  hold  such  position  and  claim 
they  are   fit   to    rule    themselves  absolutely."* 

*"  A  Charter  of  Democracy."  Address  before  the  Ohio  Con- 
stitutional Convention,  February  24,  1912,  by  Theodore  Roose- 
velt. 
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They  need  no  longer  by  charter,  constitution, 
or  any  other  restriction,  guarantee  themselves 
against  themselves,  or  their  fellow  citizens  from 
oppression,  instability,  dangerous  impulses  and 
enthusiasms,  or  unlooked-for  and  sudden 
falterings.  Nothing  should  now  stand  in  the 
way  of  their  supreme  will.  All  obstacles,  all 
resistance,  all  authority  that  does  not  emanate 
directly  from  the  people  should  be  broken  down 
and  destroyed.  The  people's  mandates  should 
be  obeyed  instantly  and  everywhere.  It  is 
necessary  at  all  times  and  places  that  the  hand 
of  the  master,  the  direct  impulsion  of  equal, 
universal  suffrage  should  be  felt.  This  is 
"progression." 

Let  us  examine,  in  the  light  of  what  is 
written,  the  principal  machinery  of  the  govern- 
ment as  it  will  be  administered  under  pro- 
gressive policies.  Keep  in  mind  that  political 
equality  is  the  first  principle  of  our  policy,  the 
glory  of  our  ideals,  and  suppress  without  flinch- 
ing everything  that  tends  in  another  direction. 
From  this  standpoint  one  of  the  first  institutions 
that  should  be  abolished  in  this  country  is  the 
United  States  Senate.  There  is  altogether  too 
much  aristocracy  in  this  body  of  law-makers  to 
have  it  preserved.     Its  very  name  implies  this. 
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It  is  always  designated  as  "the  upper  house." 
There  are  distinctions  of  age,  term,  etc.,  which 
make  it  as  obsolete  for  our  time  as  the  English 
House  of  Lords  is  for  England.  Moreover  it  is 
copied  after  the  Republic  of  Holland,  which 
was  only  a  family  aristocracy  and  went  to  pieces 
in  about  the  same  length  of  time  this  govern- 
ment has  existed,  one  hundred  years.  We  are 
in  the  dilemma  of  Omar,  the  great  Turk,  when 
confronted  with  the  question  of  the  destruction 
of  the  great  Egyptian  library  at  Alexandria,  he 
argued :  "  If  this  library  conforms  to  the  Koran 
the  books  are  useless;  if  they  are  contrary  to  the 
Koran  they  are  injurious;  in  either  case  they 
should  be  burned."  The  same  reasoning  ap- 
plies to  the  Senate.  If  it  is  animated  by  the 
same  sentiment  as  the  House,  it  is  superfluous; 
if  not,  it  is  dangerous;  therefore  it  should  be 
destroyed;  besides  senators  are  elected  for 
too  long  a  term  and  the  result  is  they  are  al- 
together too  independent  of  the  sovereign 
people. 

Usurpation  of  executive  power  has  been 
pointed  out  as  an  evil  that  would  follow  the  de- 
struction of  the  Senate.  To  avert  this  danger 
executive  power  should  be  restricted  in  a  way 
to  make  such  usurpation  impossible.     This  will 
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not  be  an  embarrassing  problem  for  the  sovereign 
people  under  progressive  leaders. 

In  doing  away  with  the  Senate  it  gives  op- 
portunity to  advance  the  plea  of  simplicity. 
Every  piece  of  the  governmental  machinery, 
the  utility  of  which  is  not  evident  at  first  glance, 
shocks  the  good  common  sense  of  the  plain  peo- 
ple, the  masses,  which  have  a  right  to  suspicion 
a  snare,  a  peril  in  the  complication. 

It  is  folly  to  bring  forward  the  old  argument 
for  the  division  of  legislative  power;  that  two 
heads  are  better  than  one,  and  that  Congress 
would  not  always  be  infallible.  This  rests  upon 
the  supposition  that  Congress  needs  an  adviser, 
that  there  should  be  a  distinct  will  over  and 
above  the  popular  will.  The  true  progressive 
will  never  admit  such  a  revolting  hypothesis. 
Really,  there  should  be  but  one  legislative 
chamber.  We  do  not  intend  to  invest  this 
chamber  with  sufficient  independent  authority 
that  it  may  create  any  tyrannies,  the  people 
expect  to  retain  control. 

The  representative  is  to  be  a  mere  executor 
of  the  decisions  of  universal  equal  suffrage.  He 
is  to  be  incapable  of  putting  a  yoke  on  anybody. 
The  members  of  our  one  chambered  Congress 
will  be  in  effect  instructed  agents,  nothing  more. 
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Members  of  Congress  and  all  legislators  will  be 
invested  with  precise  mandates,  detailed,  im- 
perative. They  will  be  really  the  bearers  of 
official  instructions.  They  will  come  together 
as  plenipotentiaries  with  their  instructions  in 
their  pockets,  not  particularly  to  establish  the 
general  welfare,  but  to  establish  and  write  out 
the  will  of  their  constituents.  If  they  speak  at 
all  during  sessions  it  will  not  be  to  convince, 
but  to  manifest  to  their  co-legislators,  and 
clothe  in  oratorical  form  the  ideas  and  senti- 
ments of  their  instructors.  Perfection  then  will 
be  to  legislate  without  consideration  and  leave 
to  the  press  and  public  meetings  the  labor  of 
discussing  problems  and  working  out  solutions. 
If  an  unlooked-for  question  arises  the  progres- 
sive legislator  will  not  apply  to  it  the  light  of 
his  reason  and  conscience,  but  he  will  refer  it  to 
those  who  have  nominated  and  elected  him. 
He  will  not  be  chosen  for  his  capacity,  nor  for 
the  esteem  he  inspires.  Without  doubt  he  must 
be  an  honest  man  and  one  incapable  of  betray- 
ing his  political  creators.  Of  course  he  should 
know  how  to  speak,  and  particularly  declaim 
well  in  order  to  attract  attention  and  capture 
votes.  But  more  often  the  people  will  prefer^ 
from  their  love  of  equality,  a  mediocre,  honest 
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man  to  a  writer  or  an  orator  whose  talent  might 
excite  envy  and  so  opposition. 

The  first  duty  of  the  representative  will  then 
be  to  think  and  feel  in  all  things  as  the  majority 
of  the  electors  think  and  feel  who  have  elected 
him.  A  candidate  would  have  little  success  if  it 
could  be  suspicioned  that  he  thought  for  himself 
or  had  a  heart  too  independent  and  proud. 
Under  our  system,  I  am  happy  to  say,  it  might 
happen  that  a  candidate  might  be  elected  by 
too  large  and  too  startling  a  majority  and  would 
be  quickly  recalled  from  no  other  notion  than 
the  suspicion  that  he  did  not  fully  sense  his 
entire  nothingness  before  his  masters  —  the 
plain  people. 

Our  ideal  of  a  pure  democracy  might  be 
quickly  realized  if  the  plain  people  could  di- 
rectly make  their  laws,  or  choose  their  officials 
by  lot,  as  did  the  Athenians  of  the  olden  times. 
But  the  United  States  is  not  a  city;  our  people 
do  not  have  slaves  and  subject  colonies  to  do 
their  work  for  them  as  did  the  Athenians.  They 
have  their  private  affairs  to  attend  to  and  have 
not  yet  the  necessary  time;  besides  we  have  a 
vast  territory  and  complicated  interests.  Still 
we  can  at  least  fix  our  eyes  upon  this  ideal  and 
perhaps  approach  it  by  degrees. 
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Our  legislatures  and  Congress  should  be 
more  numerous.  The  larger  the  number  the 
less  important  relatively  will  be  each  member. 
Also  the  members  should  be  elected  for  very 
short  terms.  Perhaps  after  one  election  they 
should  be  declared  ineligible  for  re-election  so 
as  to  avoid  every  danger  of  the  forming  of  an 
aristocratic  class.  A  man  invested  too  long  a 
time  with  such  emolument  might  become  ac- 
cessible to  pride  and  independence  of  mind. 
The  partial  renewing  of  the  legislative  body 
by  defeat  or  recall  of  many  members,  and  the 
re-election  of  a  few  would  not  be  quite  safe.  It 
might  create  traditions  that  would  in  the  end 
prevent  members  from  submitting  with  docility 
to  all  popular  impulses.  Remember,  every 
manifestation  of  the  popular  will  must  be  ir- 
refragable. Every  time  the  people  vote  a 
majority  speaks  and  a  former  command  must 
be  set  aside  by  a  new  mandate.  Besides, 
general  elections  should  become  more  and  more 
a  necessity. 

In  the  innumerable  constitutions  which  they 
gave  themselves  the  Florentines  restricted  their 
magistrates  to  a  term  of  two  months.  I  hardly 
think  we  should  go  to  that  extreme.  With  a 
term  of  one  year,  possibly,  the  elected  one  hardly 
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has  time  to  acquire  any  independence.  When 
Congress  and  the  legislatures  meet  they  will 
each  vote  their  own  budget,  and  this  will  per- 
mit the  voter  to  intervene  more  directly  than  he 
now  does  in  financial  questions,  which  is  ex- 
ceedingly important. 


GOVERNMENTAL  MACHINERY 

"Now  for  the  machinery  by  which  our 
ends  are  to  be  achieved."*  There  is  no  doubt 
of  the  fact  that  all  participation  in  public 
affairs  should  be  paid  for  in  order  to  enable  the 
honest,  poor  man  to  occupy  himself  with  such 
matters.  As  pay  of  this  kind  can  never  be 
very  large,  men  engaged  in  prosperous  busi- 
nesses or  lucrative  professions  cannot  afford  to 
neglect  their  own  affairs  to  serve  the  state.  It 
should  rather  be  the  ordinary  and  everyday 
classes,  the  waifs  and  strays  and  wrecks  of 
private  careers  and  occupations  gathered  from 
the  streets  and  the  pavement.  People  who 
have  badly  governed  their  own  affairs  will  carry 
into  political  contests  an  ardor  and  a  spirit  of 
innovation  that  will  contribute  not  a  little  to 
accelerate  democratic  progress.  Of  all  things 
the  satisfied  or  contented  man  should  be  avoided 
in  such  matters  as  unworthy  of  popular  confi- 

*"A  Charter  of  Democracy."  Address  before  the  Ohio 
Constitutional  Convention,  February  24,  1912,  by  Theodore 
Roosevelt. 
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dence.  It  is  the  men  who  can  do  things, 
particularly  with  their  hands,  that  we  want. 
Milton,  who  thought  he  knew  something  in  his 
days,  said,  "He  also  serves  who  only  stands  and 
waits."  Such  a  saying  should  be  utterly  for- 
gotten and  disregarded.  Everybody  should  be 
discontented.  And  there  is  no  more  legitimate, 
tenacious,  and  bitter  discontent  than  that 
founded  on  the  mortification  and  disappoint- 
ments of  private  life.  Each  citizen,  particu- 
larly those  who  are  the  plain  people,  should 
receive  a  stated  sum  for  attending  all  public 
meetings.  Then  there  would  be  little,  if  any, 
paucity  in  attendance.  He  should  also  be  fined 
if  he  does  not  vote,  although  in  many  cases 
where  certain  measures  are  before  the  public 
his  room  possibly  would  be  better  than  his 
company.  Together  with  members  of  Congress 
and  the  legislatures,  all  officials,  no  matter  how 
low  or  high,  should  be  well  paid  for  their  time 
and  trouble.  A  compensation  also  should  be 
paid  to  members  of  electoral  committees,  and 
also  to  superintending  and  inspection  com- 
mittees, to  all  electors  who  take  part  in  voting, 
and  even  to  those  who  assist  and  are  present 
in  all  public  meetings.  Even  applause  and 
foot  stampers  and  hand  clappers  might  be  re- 
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numerated  through  a  small  tax  at  the  public 
expense,  something  after  the  organization  of 
the  French  claque. 

As  all  citizens  do  not  have  equal  opportuni- 
ties of  leisure  it  would  be  a  nice  thing,  by  means 
of  a  modest  tax,  to  procure  what  might  be 
termed  patriotic  or  artificial  leisure  for  those 
citizens  who  desire  to  consecrate  a  portion  of 
their  time  to  public  affairs.  It  will  hardly  be 
necessary  to  hold  a  very  close  rein  on  officials 
elected  for  one  year,  yet  if  need  be,  a  forfeiture 
might  be  declared  of  any  office  before  the  ex- 
piration of  its  term  and  a  new  election  ordered 
upon  the  demand  of  a  certain  number  of  electors 
of  the  district  where  the  official  resided,  or  upon 
the  demand  of  a  committee  of  supervision  ap- 
pointed at  the  same  time  with  the  candidate, 
and  charged  with  the  duty  of  acting  as  an  in- 
termediator between  him  and  the  voter.  It 
should  be  thoroughly  understood,  however,  and 
this  is  fundamental,  that  the  entire  body  of 
voters,  the  electorate,  is  permanent  and  in- 
fallible. It  does  not  delegate  one  spark  of  its 
sovereignty;  it  simply  grants  a  limited  revocable 
and  temporary  mandate  to  its  official,  whoever 
he  may  be. 


JUDICIAL  AND  EXECUTIVE  POWERS 

There  should  be  no  line  of  demarcation  be- 
tween legislative,  judicial,  and  executive  powers. 
This  really  never  was  but  a  distinction  of  the 
schools.  Ever  since  the  organization  of  our 
present  system,  there  has  been  on  the  part  of 
each  of  these  delegated  powers  a  continual  im- 
pingement on  the  rights  of  the  others;  a  con- 
stant invasion  of  one  power  into  the  field  of  the 
other. 

The  direct  remedy  is  to  rub  out  entirely  the 
imaginary  line.  There  will  be  no  need  for  it 
under  the  progressive  regime.  It  should  give 
place  to  complete  administrative  decentraliza- 
tion. That  truly  peerless  and  popular  tribunal, 
the  jury,  is  its  substitute.  It  offers  to  us  a  very 
good  example  of  what  the  people  can  do  with 
their  own.  It  is  one  of  the  very  rare  institu- 
tions of  these  times  which  may  be  made  to  con- 
form to  the  progressive  principles  of  direct 
governmental  action,  and  is  peculiarly  applica- 
ble in  a  pure  and  progressive  democracy. 
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The  Jury 

In  order  that  equality  shall  prevail,  the 
jurors  should  be  chosen  by  lot,  not  based  upon 
a  list  of  capacity,  but  always  upon  a  list  of 
electors.  The  competency  of  this  popular 
tribunal  should  be  extended  to  practically  cover 
all  civil,  criminal,  and  probably  a  large  number 
of  political  matters  as  well. 

So  far  as  the  administration  of  justice  is 
concerned  we  should  amend  our  codes  in  such 
a  way  that  the  jury  should  be  the  judge  of  both 
the  law  and  the  fact,  that  its  sentence,  judg- 
ment, decree,  or  decision  should  immediately 
proceed  or  emerge,  so  to  speak,  at  once  from  the 
verdict,  and  no  place  whatever  be  left  for  the 
arbitrary  intervention  of  a  judge,  either  before 
or  after  the  pronouncement  of  the  jury.  Any 
way,  the  role  of  the  judge,  if  he  does  anything 
at  all,  should  be  merely  ministerial,  to  read  the 
law  and  explain  and  apply  it  exactly.  If  it  is 
finally  found  necessary  to  have  remain  such  a 
functionary  he  should  be  elected  by  universal 
equal  suffrage  like  all  other  officers,  and  for  a 
very  short  term,  one  year  at  the  furthest,  and 
should  not  be  eligible  for  re-election.  A  perma- 
nent and  independent  judiciary  becomes  rapidly 
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autocratic.  It  is  always  reactionary  and  never 
progressive.  Practically  nothing  more  should 
be  demanded  of  the  candidates  for  this  position, 
if  it  is  yet  to  exist,  than  a  mere  smattering  of 
juridical  science,  otherwise  they  might  acquire 
excessive  authority  and  consideration. 

The  jury  being  sovereign  there  will  of  course 
be  no  need  of  a  court  of  appeal;  there  might, 
however,  be  an  error  or  annulment  tribunal 
which  should  confine  itself  to  verifying  the 
exact  application  of  laws  and  forms.  After  all, 
forms  will  not  be  complicated,  popular  justice 
will  always  be  speedy  and  expeditious.  Details 
of  procedure  are  of  little  importance  when  the 
sovereign  people  through  its  jury  has  arrived 
at  a  conclusion.  A  pure  democracy  will  always 
detest  long  drawn  out  and  snail-like  proceed- 
ings, cavil  and  bickering.  Again,  under  our 
progressive  and  pure  democracy  legislation  must 
be  simplified  so  that  all  our  codes  be  noted 
everywhere  for  their  brevity.  The  people  are 
to  judge  in  equity;  it  is  from  their  conscience, 
not  their  knowledge,  that  equity  derives  its 
light;  it  would  suffer  grievously  if  the  freedom 
of  its  decisions  were  to  be  enslaved  by  texts. 
The  public  conscience  would  alienate  a  portion 
of  its  independence  if  it  were  obliged  to  consult 
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men  or  the  works  of  men  specially  versed  in 
legal  lore. 

Justice  administered  directly  by  the  people 
will,  without  doubt,  be  variable.  The  fluc- 
tuations of  popular  opinion  are  always 
in  evidence.  Sometimes  it  is  severe  to  the 
point  of  cruelty,  sometimes  indulgent  to  the 
point  of  extreme  complaisance.  To-day  every- 
thing is  tolerated,  to-morrow  nothing  is  passed 
by.  To-day  the  people  are  melted  to  pity  for 
the  fate  of  the  unfortunate  whom  need  has 
pushed  to  robbery,  to-morrow  they  are  ready 
to  apply  lynch  law  without  pity.  This  insta- 
bility should  neither  astonish  nor  discourage  us. 
We  must  bear  with  it  as  an  emanation  from  the 
conscience  of  the  sovereign  people.  Verdicts 
are  the  direct  product  of  this  mood,  or  con- 
science, if  you  will.  A  jury  in  a  criminal  case 
will  probably  often  decide  that  an  accused  is 
not  guilty  where  the  crime  may  be  practi- 
cally avowed  or  proved.  In  civil  cases  it  will 
sometimes  find  that  Peter  is  right,  even  though 
Paul  had  in  his  support  all  the  law  precepts 
and  texts  in  the  world.  But  under  our  pure 
democracy,  civil  as  well  as  criminal  law  will  be 
replaced  by  the  idea  of  justice,  and  we  expect 
this    idea    to    vary    under    the    pressure    and 
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influence    of    passions    and    the    needs    of    the 
day. 

The  judiciary,  as  we  have  it  to-day,  is  suffi- 
ciently partial,  but  it  is  restrained  by  the  pre- 
cision of  codes,  by  the  hierarchy  of  jurisdic- 
tions, by  the  sentiment  of  its  responsibility,  by 
its  moral  traditions,  even  by  the  majesty  of  its 
role.  The  juror,  however,  is  not  responsible. 
He  has  no  traditions.  Drawn  from  his  shop 
or  his  farm,  he  has  not  the  time  to  banish  his 
habitual  preoccupations  and  to  forget  his  affec- 
tions and  his  hatreds.  It  is  always  a  fight  of 
the  poor  against  the  rich;  of  labor  vs.  capital; 
the  good  against  the  bad;  and  he  always  renders 
such  a  verdict  as  lands  him  in  the  camp  of  one 
or  the  other.  If  the  law  is  in  the  way  and 
annoying,  we  must  make  the  legislator  accom- 
modate it  to  the  needs  which  the  people  dis- 
cover and  find  in  judging  to  their  tastes. 
Really,  however,  the  law  should  not  be  trouble- 
some to  the  jury,  because  it  is  beyond  and  above 
the  law.  Our  progressive  theorists  of  democ- 
racy will  establish  without  trouble  that  par- 
tiality is  not  unjust  when  the  people  judge, 
because  there  can  be  no  right  or  equity  as 
against  the  people,  and  the  greatest  crime  that 
can  be  thought  of  is  to  displease  them.     The 
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rule  of  our  judgments  will  be  the  conscience  of 
the  juror  enlightened  by  an  ardent  love  of 
country.  This  should  be  a  motto  on  the  outside 
of  every  courthouse  —  if  we  have  to  have 
such  edifices.  If  the  people  are  prejudiced  it 
will  only  be  against  their  enemies,  and  it  is 
just  that  their  judgments  should  ruin  their 
enemies. 

Executive  Power 

As  laws  and  judgments  but  express  the  will 
of  the  majority,  that  majority  should  contain 
in  itself  the  wherewithal  to  vanquish  all  re- 
sistances. The  most  radical  decentralization 
is  then  a  logical  consequence  of  the  sovereignty 
of  the  people.  There  probably  should  be  na- 
tional, state,  distrct,  county,  and  village,  or 
communal  agents.  There  should  be  nothing, 
more  properly  speaking,  of  government  or 
administration. 

Let  us  suggest  the  list  of  the  so-called  na- 
tional Cabinet  officers,  as  they  will  be  under  our 
pure  democracy.  The  Secretary  of  State,  in  all 
other  countries  termed  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  will  certainly  have  little  or  nothing  to 
do.  Our  democracy  will  be  the  friend  of  other 
democracies    and    governments.     It    will    pre- 
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serve  the  peace  with  foreign  governments  at  all 
hazards.  It  may  have  consuls,  but  certainly  no 
diplomats  nor  diplomacy,  because  there  would 
be  no  sense  in  it.  Treaties  to  any  extent,  and 
covering  any  great  length  of  time,  should  be 
prescribed  as  a  diminution  of  the  sovereignty 
of  the  people,  which  ought  always  to  be  left 
entirely  free  to  follow  its  inspirations.  A  ma- 
jority of  to-day  has  no  possible  right  to  bind  a 
majority  of  to-morrow.  The  permanent  army 
under  advanced  democracy  should  be  replaced 
by  a  national  guard,  and  the  functions  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  in  time  of  peace  will  be  con- 
fined to  the  upkeep  and  repair  of  fortresses  and 
arsenals.  The  duties  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  will  be  largely  of  the  same  nature.  There 
will  be  no  Attorney  General,  for  there  will  be 
no  Supreme  Court.  The  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior should  also  lose  most  of  his  prerogatives 
by  administrative  decentralization.  The  Post- 
master General  will  remain  probably  as  he  is 
to-day,  chiefly  a  campaign  orator.  The  Secre- 
tary of  Agriculture,  Commerce,  and  Labor  is 
superfluous,  and  will  be  entirely  dispensed  with. 
There  will  remain  the  Department  of  Finance, 
Public  Works,  and  Public  Instruction.  This 
last  department  will  be   reduced  to  little  im- 
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portance  if  the  local  powers  do  their  duty. 
Under  this  regime  there  will  be  no  body  of 
functionaries  opposed  to  the  fluctuation  of  the 
popular  will  by  the  mere  force  of  its  inertia,  its 
traditions  of  independence  and  invincibility. 
Renewable  commissions  and  juries  chosen  by 
the  people  will  manage  affairs  of  general  in- 
terest by  the  intermediance  of  responsible 
clerks.  Popular  sovereignty  will  be,  as  it  ought 
to  be,  indifferent  about  the  maintenance  of 
material  order  and  the  security  of  persons  and 
property.  Disorder  will  probably  be  considered 
a  sign  of  vitality.  However,  it  may  be  sup- 
posed in  a  general  way  that  the  sovereign  people 
will  adhere  strongly  to  laws  which  tend  to 
accelerate  the  progress  of  equality,  particularly 
political  and  social  equality,  laws  which  point 
in  the  direction  of  social  reforms  and  which 
adhere  closely  to  the  principles  of  progress  and 
pure  democracy.  Executive  power,  therefore, 
will  be  full  of  zeal  at  all  times  when  it  is  a  ques- 
tion of  favoring  progress,  of  making  equality 
triumph;  it  will  intervene  in  all  matters  of 
public  instruction  and  even  pry  into  the  sacred 
precincts  of  the  family,  through  juvenile  tri- 
bunals and  numberless  governmental  agents. 
Its   greatest   pleasure   will   be   to   regulate   the 
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economic  relations  of  men  with  one  another. 
It  will  occupy  itself  with  matters  and  affairs 
which  a  temperate  government  would  willingly 
neglect,  and  neglect  those  matters  which  a 
temperate  government  would  hold  to  be  among 
its  most  important  and  sacred  duties. 


THE  LABOR  UNIONS 
THEIR  FUTURE,  THEIR  TASKS 

When  supreme  power  shall  have  neither  a 
body  of  officials  nor  a  docile  magistracy  habit- 
uatedto  strictly  apply  the  few  laws  we  may  have, 
an  interesting  problem  to  solve  is  presented.  The 
people  will  wish  to  enforce  certain  maxims 
which  will  not  everywhere  be  welcomed  with 
acceptance,  to  enforce  certain  reforms  which 
will  meet  with  energetic  resistance.  However, 
they  would  not  like  to  carry  upon  their  shoulders 
all  the  responsibility  which  assures  in  other 
governmental  systems  the  execution  of  the 
orders  of  the  sovereign.  What  they  really 
wish  to  do  is  to  place  all  opposition  under  the 
yoke  without  binding  themselves  upon  it. 
They  would  have  a  government  strong  against 
the  minority,  but  of  which  the  majority  should 
not  even  feel  the  presence.  That's  the  ideal. 
They  are  not  willing  to  place  any  restraint  on 
themselves  by  which  the  minority  shall  receive 
justice,   for  this  would   mean   self-imposed   re- 
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straint.  The  republics  of  South  America  have 
often  given  a  solution  to  this  question,  which  is 
death  or  exile.  We  think  we  have  a  much 
better  and  every  way  more  thorough  remedy; 
that  is,  to  give  complete  autonomy  and  govern- 
mental power  in  this  country  to  our  ever 
popular  and  active  labor  unions.  They  form 
a  network  of  popular  societies  bound  together 
by  association  for  many  years.  They  have  long 
considered  political  problems  and  for  many 
years  the  country  has  really  been  dominated  by 
them.  They  probably  would  willingly  arrogate 
more  power  to  themselves  than  they  already 
have.  By  the  force  of  their  exceedingly  great 
zeal  they  could  make  the  mass  of  the  populace 
tremble;  they  could  beat  the  indifferent  by  fear. 
The  influence  of  a  majority  in  a  pure  democracy 
with  this  sort  of  collaboration  and  support 
would  be  irresistible.  We  would  know  by 
means  of  these  organizations  just  when  and 
where  to  direct  our  blows  and  sweep  away  all 
resistances.  These  societies  have  a  magnificently 
energetic  and  unscrupulous  will.  They  are  now 
in  session  practically  all  the  time  and  in  garri- 
son everywhere.  With  these  unions  endowed 
with  the  executive  force  of  the  country  to  carry 
out  the  will  of  the  people  we  can  soon  extirpate 
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everything  that  stands  in  the  way  of  content- 
ment and  equality.  We  can  frighten  the  rich 
and  bow  all  heads  to  the  equality  level.  Our 
people  are  already  largely  under  the  dominance 
of  popular  passions.  The  sentiment  of  peril, 
the  instinct  of  conservation  among  the  business 
classes,  could  all  be  used  to  bring  about  this 
consummation.  In  a  pure  democracy  those  who 
are  in  opposition  are  always  outside  the  law  — 
they  would  then  be  scabs.  These  labor  unions, 
if  the  executive  power  is  turned  over  to  them, 
will  not  be  charged  with  protecting  all  citizens 
in  their  goods  and  persons,  but  with  keeping 
down,  taming,  and  mastering  the  minority. 
Who  possibly  could  do  this  important  task 
better?  With  universal  equal  suffrage  every- 
where sovereign,  in  nation,  state,  county,  and 
village,  and  with  labor  unions  to  carry  out  its 
decrees,  those  in  the  minority  who  came  into 
collision  with  it  would  be  blind  and  criminal 
fools.  It  would  have  to  answer  nothing.  It 
could  break  everything.  Then,  indeed,  our 
pure  democracy  would  be  a  veritable  Janus. 
The  face  it  would  turn  towards  its  friends  would 
be  benignant  and  smiling,  that  turned  towards 
its  enemies  terrible.  On  one  side  it  would  be 
without  arms,  on  the  other  it  would  brandish 
a  knife  and  a  club. 


WHAT  WE  MAY  CONFIDENTLY  EXPECT 
TO  ACCOMPLISH 

To  turn  from  our  Utopian  dream  to  realities. 
Keeping  progressive  questions  constantly  to 
the  front,  we  can  probably  divert  the  attention 
of  the  people  from  the  real  issue  before  our  coun- 
try, tariff  reform.  If  they  are  given  no  relief 
in  this  way,  and  we  can  preserve  protection 
untouched,  the  trusts  will  continue  to  grow, 
and  the  worse,  the  more  abnormal  and  mon- 
strous the  economic  situation  of  the  country  the 
better  the  field  for  us  to  exploit.  Recognizing 
no  other  law  than  its  caprice,  we  may  be  able 
to  bring  about  the  tyranny  of  the  crowd,  we 
can  then  crush  under  foot  the  most  sacred 
rights  and  laws.  We  can  terrify  society  by  its 
violences.  We  can  stifle  individuality  and 
rights  under  the  law  of  the  majority,  the  des- 
potism of  numbers,  a  despotism  which,  al- 
though it  may  be  legal,  will  be  no  less  a  despot- 
ism. We  can  immolate  the  individual  to  the 
state,  and  we  can  make  equality  reign  in  the 
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breast  of  servitude.  We  can  effectually  destroy 
all  respect  for  the  law.  We  can  unchain 
demagogy  —  that  is  to  say,  brutal  force  or,  at 
least,  we  can  bring  about  the  oppression  of  the 
minority  by  the  majority  —  in  the  government 
anarchy  and  soon  despotism.  We  can  destroy 
the  sentiment  of  personal  dignity;  we  can  wipe 
out  public  spirit,  stifle  all  independent  souls 
and  make  of  the  citizen  a  subject.  We  can 
stamp  out  all  respect  for  natural  and  common 
right,  in  other  words,  we  can  destroy  virtue. 
We  can  carry  laws  and  regulations  of  all  kinds 
into  the  field  of  morality,  and  by  means  of  them 
we  can  invade  the  sacred  precincts  of  the  home, 
through  juvenile  court  and  other  tribunals,  and 
we  can  thus  erect  unsupportable  tyrannies  by 
employing  the  most  detestable  means,  such  as 
spying  into  manners  and  habits,  the  inquisition 
of  the  conscience,  and  thus  bring  about  a  regime 
of  hypocrisy.  We  can  crush  out  primordial 
rights,  such  as  free  personality.  We  can  de- 
stroy rights  which  are  the  emanation  of  a  free 
personality,  such  as  the  right  to  acquire  prop- 
erty, and  finally  we  can  destroy  reciprocal 
respect  of  all  these  rights,  natural  or  acquired, 
which  constitutes  justice.  We  can  destroy  all 
constitutional   guarantees   of   these   rights   and 
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put  everybody  at  the  mercy  of  violence,  bring 
about  the  triumph  of  force  and  license,  the 
negation  of  liberty.  Then  lust  and  all  the  other 
brutal  forces  of  society  will  be  in  full  career. 
The  feeble  will  become  the  prey  of  the  strong, 
the  wolves  will  eat  the  lambs;  in  other  words, 
we  can  establish  a  state  of  nature.  We  can 
destroy  the  rights  of  individuals  and  the  limits 
of  the  legitimacy  of  collective  force.  The  fact 
is,  we  are  social  perverts  and  can  bring  about 
all  sorts  of  social  perversions.  We  can  destroy 
personal  security,  we  can  wipe  out  the  accord 
of  the  liberty  of  each  with  that  of  all.  We  can 
cause  humanity  to  veil  its  face  and  prostrate 
itself  in  the  dust. 
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